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When you talk about the first time something happened,  
such as visiting a new place, you often use “never” or 
“ever” with the past perfect or present perfect.

New language  “Never” / “ever” with past tenses

Vocabulary  Travel adjectives

New skill  Describing new experiences

First times

KEY LANGUAGE PAST PERFECT WITH “NEVER” / “EVER”
Use the past perfect with “never” or “ever” to talk about 
events in the past that happened for the first time. 

PAST PERFECT WITH “NEVER”PAST SIMPLE

PAST SIMPLE PAST PERFECT WITH “EVER”

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORD IN EACH SENTENCE

“Never” means this had not happened before.  
It sits between “had” and the past participle.

“Ever” emphasizes that this is  
the first time it had happened. 

224-227_Unit_65_First_times.indd   224 11/02/2016   11:32



225

PRESENT SIMPLE

PRESENT SIMPLE

KEY LANGUAGE PRESENT PERFECT WITH “NEVER” / “EVER”
Use the present perfect with “never” or “ever” to talk 
about events that are happening now for the first time.

PRESENT PERFECT WITH “NEVER”

PRESENT PERFECT WITH “EVER”

FILL IN THE GAPS USING “HAVE” IN THE CORRECT TENSE

“Never” means that this has not happened before. 
It sits between “has” and the past participle.

“Ever” emphasizes that this is  
the first time it has happened.
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READ THE PASSAGE AND 
WRITE THE HIGHLIGHTED WORDS  
NEXT TO THEIR DEFINITIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Xavi is telling his new friend,  
Elsa, about sights in his home  
town of Barcelona.

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD USING “EVER” OR “NEVER,”  
FILLING IN THE GAPS

CHECKLIST

  “Never” / “ever” with past tenses   Travel adjectives   Describing new experiences  
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